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CONTRACTOR SPOTLIGHT - HIGHLIGHTS THREE

ARCHITECTS INTHIS EDITION

A TELEVISION SHOW LED TO
A CAREER IN ARCHITECTURE

Agustin Gomez-Leal, one of the principals of
Wallin/Gomez Architects, believes that once
the architectural industry reaches a point
where they qualify companies based on their
actual work and not on their size, more small
businesses will prosper.

“I wouldn’t say that we are master architects
but based on staff experience we're pretty
close,” Agustin said. “As a small architectural
firm we have to know everything about

this industry. We are constantly reinventing
ourselves through technology and hiring some
of the best and brightest staff. This constant
reinvention, every ten years or so, keeps

us fresh, nimble and helps instill a sense of
comradery with all who works here.”

Since 1990, Wallin/Gomez Architects has been

a collaborative design firm that specializes in
creating functional, inviting commercial spaces,
schools and more based on their client needs.
The, staff of approximately 16 employees,

have completed four PBC annex and

renovation projects, most recently the
installation of Columbia Explorers Academy
modular classrooms.

Wallin/Gomez is currently the architect
of record for the Washington High School
Renovation which includes interior and
exterior renovations.

Always looking to help the next generation
of architects, Agustin helped to establish
‘Arqitectos,’ a professional development
group for Latino architects.

“I really didn’t know any architects as akid.
Funny but true story, | was inspired to be

an architect by watching Brady Bunch on
television,” Agustin said. “I didn’t have a lot of
option as a kid nor was | exposed to a variety of
different things when | was growing up. | don’t
want that same thing to happen to the next
generation of architects. | want to help the next
generation of architects to get a foothold into
the industry and help it grow.”

ATTENTION TO DETAIL HAS FORMA
POSITIONED FOR A BRIGHT F RE

§esconc o cat ot
Architecture. That was to
easy,” Luis said. | was talking
with a friend in Spanish
‘and we both kept saying
“forma,' which is Spanish for
shape. I then realized that's
what | wanted to do - bring
something simple yet creative
to this industry. Create a new
shape for architectul)

WHOEVER SAID A MUSIC LOVER
CAN'T BE A GREAT ARCHITECT

Wfifirst love s playing music but later | fell in love with
architecture and thought it would be o great carcer choice. My
love for music fuels my love for architecture and the two together
Ifoel makes me o batter architeqty

of being

someone to give us chance,”
Torrez said. *1 don't think

lot of companies realize the
‘amount of work we can do and
the resources that we have at
our disposal. We can show any
client how dedicated and focus
we can be in completing large
or small projectd

Contractor Spotlight:

Wallin Gomez Architects, Bauer Latoza Studio &

FORMA Architecture




Engine Company 115 Groundbreaking November 15, 2019
1024 West 119% Street — West Pullman Community




Taft Freshman Academy wins the 2019 Excellence in Masonry
Architectural Award with STL Architects and ALL Masonry
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Englewood STEM High School: Finalist CNDA Richard H. Driehaus

Foundation Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design
|




Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters Safety Department OSHA
Training for PBC Development Team




Happy Holidays from the Public Building Commission of Chicago
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