
MORGAN SHOAL
COMMUNITY UPDATE

PROJECT 22703: CHICAGO SHORELINE PROTECTION PROJECT 
45TH STREET TO 51ST STREET (MORGAN SHOAL)

REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION

February 22, 2024

5:30 - 6:00 PM  
6:00 - 7:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Presentation
Open House
Adjourn



 Chicago Department of Transportation

 Chicago Park District

US Army Corps of Engineers

4th Ward

5th Ward

Public Building Commission of Chicago

WELCOME
PRESENTATION AGENDA AGENCY STAKEHOLDERS

OPEN HOUSE: Share Your Thoughts

1.  Introduction  
Alderman Lamont J. Robinson, 4th Ward  

Alderman Desmon Yancy, 5th Ward 

Ray Giderof, PBC 

2. Morgan Shoal Dan Burke, CDOT

3. Project Background Mike Padilla, USACE

4. From 2015 To Now Heather Gleason, CPD

5. Current Project Status Kerl LaJeune, PBC

 – 47th Street
 – 49th Street and Comfort Station
 – 51st Street

6. Natural Resources Heather Gleason, CPD

7. Construction Planning and Logistics 
      Ray Giderof, PBC

Adjourn Ray Giderof, PBC



MORGAN SHOAL
CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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WHERE IS MORGAN SHOAL?



PROJECT BACKGROUND
US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

 –  Primary objective is to protect the Chicago 
shoreline for all users from flooding and erosion

 –  Since 1997, the City and the USACE has 
reconstructed 9.2 miles of shoreline from Montrose 
Avenue to 57th Street and the South Water 
Purification Plant Breakwater

 – Remaining Segments:
 – 45th to 51st St (Morgan Shoal)
 – Promontory Point (not part of this scope)

CHICAGO SHORELINE PROTECTION PROJECT



FROM 2015 TO NOW
CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT
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BURNHAM PARK – MORGAN SHOAL SHORELINE PROTECTION  10.28.2014

Ice ViewingPaddleboard
Fishing

Scuba

Kayak

Snorkel Surf
Swim

Recreation Opportunities

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN OVERVIEW
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

PUBLIC MEETING 1

October 28, 2014

Review of timeline, lakeshore projects, 
existing conditions, goals and 

opportunities, break-out, next steps

PUBLIC MEETING 2

December 15, 2014

Review of timeline, lakeshore projects, 
existing conditions, goals and 

opportunities, break-out, report back 
and next steps

PUBLIC MEETING 3

February 26, 2015

Review of project timeline, lakeshore 
projects, existing conditions, current 
feedback, concept plan break-out for 

Q&A

Williams-Davis PAC
Washington Park LAC
Burnham Nature Sanctuary
Black Metropolis National Heritage  
 Area Commission
Sacred Keepers Sustainability Lab
Field Museum
Saint Paul & the Redeemer
Friends of the Parks
De La Salle Institute
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources
Armstrong PAC
Bronzeville Historical Society
Central Advisory Council
Jackson Park Advisory Council
Black Student Community Resource  
 Sharing Network
Hyde Park Herald
American Youth Soccer Organization

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
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2015 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROCESS OUTCOMES

Protect and celebrate the 
shoal

Strike a balance between 
traditional lawn and natural 

habitat areas

Key features that bring park 
visitors to the water
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11

12

12
14

13
9

15
16

8

65

3

3

7

2

1

4

10

4

6

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN CONCEPT

1 Project Boundary
2 Existing Shoreline
3 Lawn
4 Native Savanna/Prairie/Woodland 
5 Lakefront Trail
6 Secondary Trail

7 Overlook
8 Picnic Area
9 Fitness Station
10 Art Opportunity
11 Stepped Concrete Revetment
12 Sloped Stone Revetment

13 Stepped Stone Revetment
14 Pebble Beach
15 Morgan Shoal
16 Silverspray Wreck Location

South DuSable Lake Shore Drive
Existing 47th Street Bridge

Existing 51st Street Bridge
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2015 TO NOW
SEPARATED LAKEFRONT TRAIL (2016-2018)

Pedestrian Lakefront Trail

Bicycling Lakefront Trail
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Dislodged revetment stones and parkland erosion due to wave action

Destroyed lakefront path due to wave action

Collapsed concrete slabs and washout areas after winter storm

2019-2021 RECORD HIGH LAKE LEVELS AND STORM DAMAGE
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Jersey 
Barrier

Concrete 
Blocks

Rip Rap

Jersey 
Barrier

Concrete 
Blocks

Rip Rap

 –  Jersey wall barrier placement by 
CDOT 

 –  Emergency work with USACE and 
MWRD Assistance

 – TrapBag installation by Park District

2019-2021 EMERGENCY STORM DAMAGE MITIGATION

View of existing conditions at 47th Street TrapBags installed as temporary flood protectionClose up view of existing conditions



CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION
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NEW LOOKOUT 
POINT AT 47TH ST

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN

PRELIMINARY DESIGN

NEW LOOKOUT 
POINT AT 47TH ST

NEW NATURAL AREAS  
+ LAWN SPACE

NEW NATURAL AREAS  
+ LAWN SPACE

NEW TRAILS

NEW TRAILS

MORGAN 
SHOAL

MORGAN 
SHOAL

NEW COMFORT 
STATION

NEW COMFORT 
STATION

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

CONNECTION 
TO 51ST ST

CONNECTION 
TO 51ST ST

CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
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EXISTING 47TH 
STREET BRIDGE

EXISTING 47TH 
STREET BRIDGE

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL

LAWN

LAKEFRONT OVERLOOK

SLOPED STONE 
REVETMENT

SLOPED STONE 
REVETMENT

LAKEFRONT OVERLOOK

NATIVE AREA

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL

BICYCLE TRAIL
BICYCLE TRAIL

LAWN

NATIVE AREA

CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
47th STREET

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN 2024 CURRENT DESIGN
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47th STREET SECTION

47TH ST 
BRIDGE

47TH ST 
BRIDGE

EXISTING SITE SECTION

PROPOSED SITE SECTION

BIKE 
PATH

BIKE 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

UNUSABLE PARK

TRAPBAG/FLOOD BARRIER

LAKE MICHIGAN

LAKE MICHIGANNEW REVETMENT

HIGH WATER

HIGH WATER

LOW WATER

LOW WATER

PARK

PARK

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

PARK PARK
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Deteriorating shoreline separated from pedestrian trail with temporary measures of rip rap and TrapBags.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

Sand-Filled 
TrapBagsConcrete-Filled 

TrapBags

Rip Rap

47th STREET
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47th STREET (LOOKING SOUTH)

NATIVE AREAS

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL

BICYCLE TRAIL

LAWN

PROTECTED TREES

New parkland at the landing of the existing 47th Street pedestrian bridge separates cyclists from pedestrians, expands natural areas and lawn areas along the path, and protects existing trees.

PROPOSED DESIGN
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MORGAN 
SHOAL

MORGAN 
SHOALSILVERSPRAY

SILVERSPRAY

DYNAMIC REVETMENT INCREASED IN 
SIZE TO BETTER PROTECT THE SHORELINE

COMFORT STATION DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT DYNAMIC 

REVETMENT

COMFORT 
STATION

OVERLOOK

OFFSHORE 
BREAKWATER

STEPPED STONE 
REVETMENT

DUNE PLANTING

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
BIKE TRAIL

BIKE TRAIL

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL

49th STREET
CURRENT PROJECT STATUS

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN 2024 CURRENT DESIGN

SOUTH DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE

SOUTH DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE
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49th STREET SECTIONS

TRAPBAG/FLOOD BARRIER

EXISTING SITE SECTION

PROPOSED SITE SECTION

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

BIKE 
PATH

BIKE 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

UNUSABLE PARK

COMFORT STATION PLAZA  OVERLOOK

LAKE MICHIGAN

LAKE MICHIGANNEW REVETMENT

PARKPARK

PARK

PARK

HIGH WATER

HIGH WATER

LOW WATER

LOW WATER

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

FEMA FLOODPLAIN
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LAKE MICHIGAN

49th STREET SECTIONS

UNUSABLE PARK

DUNE PLANTING

SALVAGED EXISTING 
LIMESTONE BLOCKS

LARGE CONCRETE BLOCKS

BURIED CONCRETE BLOCK

COBBLE

EXISTING SITE SECTION

PROPOSED SITE SECTION

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

BIKE 
PATH

BIKE 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PARK

PARK

HIGH WATER

HIGH WATER

LOW WATER

LOW WATER

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

LAKE MICHIGANOFFSHORE BREAKWATERDYNAMIC REVETMENT
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Existing edge of lakefront trail crumbling into the water limits areas where park visitors may safely interact with the lake.

49th STREET
EXISTING CONDITIONS
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49th STREET (LOOKING NORTH)

New parkland lifts the comfort station up out of the FEMA floodplain and creates an elevated outlook for views out to the water. The outlook terraces down to the new dynamic revetment, a 
protected and designed moment that brings park visitors close to the water.

PROPOSED DESIGN

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

NEW COMFORT 
STATION AND PLAZA

REUSED LIMESTONE 
AS  STEPPED TERRACE

NEW OUTLOOK TOWARD THE 
SILVERSPRAY SHIPWRECK
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49th STREET (LOOKING NORTH)

The new dynamic revetment protects the new parkland at its most vulnerable point and brings park visitors safely to the water's edge

PROPOSED DESIGN

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

NEW COMFORT 
STATION AND PLAZA

SALVAGED LIMESTONE BLOCKS 
REPURPOSED AS STEPPED 
SHORELINE PROTECTION

NEW OVERLOOK

LAWN
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REPURPOSED EXISTING CARVED LIMESTONE BLOCKS

REPURPOSED EXISTING 
LIMESTONE BLOCKS

Generations of park visitors have left their mark on many of the existing limestone blocks. As part of this project, hundreds of existing blocks will be carefully salvaged and 
reused as seating or as part of the terrace at the dynamic revetment. 
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The Comfort Station is a new, iconic civic landmark along the lakefront at Morgan Shoal, inspired by Chicago's historic 
bridge houses. It will be the Chicago Park District's first lakefront gender neutral restroom. Its walls reflect Lake Michigan, 
translating sounds to patterns.

The interior high-privacy toilet partitions are inspired by the 
sonic patterns reflected in the concrete walls.

The roof overhang shades a protected area for the original 
carved stone, repurposed into seating

SALVAGED CARVED STONE 
REPURPOSED AS SEATING

49th STREET

SALVAGED CARVED STONE 
REPURPOSED AS SEATING

COMFORT STATION
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PLAZA LAYOUT
OVERLOOK TOWARD MORGAN SHOAL 
AND SILVERSPRAY WRECK

OUTDOOR DRINKING 
FOUNTAIN

PLAZA SPACE FOR 
TEMPORARY VENDORS

SOUND MIRROR SCULPTURE

SEAT WALLS

COMFORT STATION 
ROOF OVERHANG FOR 
SHADED SEATING

OPPORTUNITY FOR 
FUTURE EDUCATIONAL 
SIGNAGE ON THE PLAZA

SALVAGED LIMESTONE 
STEPPED TERRACE

SILVERSPRAY
(OUT OF VIEW)

BICYCLE RACKS

SALVAGED CARVED 
STONE AS SEATING

ENGAGING THE SENSES

Taking inspiration from the 2015 Framework Plan, local Chicago sound artist, Mark Holt, recorded 
the sounds of Lake Michigan at the site of the original comfort station. He translated those 
sounds into a visual pattern that will be cast into the concrete walls of the new comfort station 
so that visitors can see the sound of Lake Michigan, touch the grooved pattern, and listen to 
amplified sounds of the Lake through the sound mirror sculpture.
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CURRENT PROJECT STATUS
51st STREET

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN 2024 CURRENT DESIGN

EXISTING 51ST 
STREET BRIDGE EXISTING 51ST 

STREET BRIDGE

STEPPED CONCRETE 
REVETMENT

SLOPED STONE 
REVETMENT

SLOPED STONE REVETMENT

OVERLOOKOVERLOOK

PROJECT 
BOUNDARY

BIKE TRAIL

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL

BIKE TRAIL

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL
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51st STREET SECTIONS

EXISTING SITE SECTION

PROPOSED SITE SECTION

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

DUSABLE LAKE 
SHORE DRIVE

51ST STREET 
BRIDGE

51ST STREET 
BRIDGE

UNUSABLE PARK
(FORMER STAGING AREA)

BIKE 
PATH

BIKE 
PATH

PARK

PARK PARK
PED 

PATH
PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

PED 
PATH

HIGH WATER

HIGH WATER

LOW WATER

LOW WATER

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

FEMA FLOODPLAIN

LAKE MICHIGAN

LAKE MICHIGAN

NEW STEPPED 
REVETMENT
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Deteriorated landscape at the landing of the existing 51st Street pedestrian bridge and rip rap for temporary erosion protection.

51st STREET
EXISTING CONDITIONS

WEEDY VEGETATION IN 
FORMER STORAGE AREA

RIP RAP PLACED IN 2021 BY 
USACE TO PREVENT RAPID 

PARKLAND EROSION
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51st STREET (LOOKING SOUTH)

The accessible overlook to the water connects to the existing concrete revetment south of the project area

PROPOSED DESIGN - VIEW 4

LAWN

EXISTING 51ST STREET 
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

ACCESSIBLE OVERLOOK 
TO THE WATER

SALVAGED STONE

SLOPED STONE 
REVETMENT

LAWN

CONNECTION TO 
EXISTING 54TH ST 

STEPPED CONCRETE 
REVETMENT



NATURAL RESOURCES
CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT
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PROPOSED ENHANCED NATURAL AREAS

PRAIRIE ZONE
1.2 ACRES

MORGAN SHOAL 
AQUATIC HABITAT

SAVANNA ZONE
1.4 ACRES

DUNE ZONE
1.7 ACRES

Absolute 
area (acres)

% of total 
area

Absolute 
area (acres)

% of total 
area

Absolute area 
(acres)

% of natural 
area

Absolute area 
(acres)

% of natural 
area

Absolute area 
(acres)

% of natural 
area

2015 Framework Plan 5.0 26% 14.5 74%
Short stature native perennials (forbs 
and grasses less than 30" in height) 1.2 80% 0.816 68% 0.91 65%

Proposed Alternative 15.2 78% 4.3 22%
Tall native perennials (forbs and 
grasses greater than 30" in height) 0 0 0.24 20% 0 0

Shrubs
0.3 20% 0.06 5% 0.21 15%

Existing trees to remain (approximate 
canopy cover) 0 0 0 0 0.21 15%
Proposed trees (approximate canopy 
cover) 0 0 0.084 7% 0.07 5%

Savanna Zone 
(1.4 acres)

Conventional Parkland 
(Lawn with Shade Trees)

Native Plantings
Dune Zone 
(1.7 acres)

Prairie Zone
(1.2 acres)

No in water work November 1st - April 30th for Mudpuppy protection
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Tree will be removed

TREE PRESERVATION
No trees to be cut during migratory bird season

TOTAL 
EXISTING

TREES: 367

Of the (52) trees to be removed:
TOTAL TREES 
AT PROJECT 

COMPLETION: 464

Approximately 149 new trees 
with 3" diameter trunks will be 
planted to replace the trunk 
diameter of trees removed (sum  
of 447 inches)

Trees to remain and be protected (315)

3 are in good condition

7 are in fair condition

18 are in poor condition

24 are small, immature trees



CONSTRUCTION PLANNING AND LOGISTICS
PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION
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SOUTH DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE

51ST STREET PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE TO REMAIN OPEN

CONSTRUCTION PLANNING AND LOGISTICS

SHARED LAKEFRONT TRAIL 
OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
1. Maintain Shared Bicycle / Pedestrian throughout Construction
2. Defined work areas
3. Establish specific Phasing and Logistics for Construction

4. Establish and Maintain Specific Construction Work Restrictions
       - Shoreline Work: November 1st through April 30th
       - Tree Work: April 1st through September 30th
       - Landscape Planting: Species specific, generally Spring or Fall

CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION EXIT

BICYCLE TRAIL CLOSED. 
DETOUR TO SHARED TRAIL.

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL CLOSED. 
DETOUR TO SHARED TRAIL.

SAFETY 
FLAGGERS AT ALL 
TRAIL CROSSING 

POINTS

47TH STREET BRIDGE 
TO REMAIN OPEN
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2021 - Now

2021

Project 
Authority

Project 
Authority

2015-Ongoing

City Agency 
Coordination
City Agency 

Coordination

2015

Adoption of 
Framework Plan

Adoption of 
Framework Plan

2021 - 2023

Planning, 
Pre-Design, and 
Due Diligence 

Planning, 
Pre-Design, and 
Due Diligence 

2019 - 2021

Emergency 
Storm Damage 

Mitigation

Emergency 
Storm Damage 

Mitigation

2016-2018

Lakefront Trail 
Separation

Lakefront Trail 
Separation

2014 - 2015

Community 
Engagement
Community 
Engagement

Design + EngineeringDesign + Engineering

2015 - 20212014 - 2015

Preparation for Lakefront WorkPreparation for Lakefront Work2015 Framework Plan2015 Framework Plan

WE
ARE 
HERE

2024

Public Information and 
Outreach

*Community and stakeholder 
updates will continue throughout 

the duration of the project.

Public Information and 
Outreach

*Community and stakeholder 
updates will continue throughout 

the duration of the project.

PROJECT SCHEDULE TO DATE
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MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

PROPOSED SLOPED 
STONE REVETMENT

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

WAVES OVERWHELM SHORELINE DURING 2020 STORMEXISTING DAMAGED REVETMENT AT 49TH STREET

MODEL TESTING OF PROPOSED DYNAMIC REVETMENT PROPOSED NEW SHORELINE STRUCTURES

South DuSable Lake Shore Drive
Existing 47th Street Bridge

LARGEST WAVES FROM THE 
NORTH AND NORTHEAST. 
NORTH END OF THE 
PROJECT IS MOST EXPOSED 
AND EXPERIENCES THE 
LARGEST WAVES.

NEW REVETMENT 
CREST = +15’

NEW REVETMENT 
CREST = +13’ARMOR STONE = 6.0 TO 10.0 

TONS (EACH)

ARMOR STONE = 4.0 TO 6.5 
TONS (EACH)

PROPOSED HEADLANDS 
AND OFFSHORE 
BREAKWATER WILL HELP 
KEEP THE DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT IN PLACE

MORGAN SHOAL PROVIDES 
SOME PROTECTION FROM 
WAVES, ESPECIALLY DURING 
LOW WATER PERIODS

ACCESSIBLE TRANSITION 
TO EXISTING CONCRETE 
REVETMENT AT 51ST STREET 

SOUTH END OF 
THE PROJECT IS 
MORE PROTECTED 
AND EXPERIENCES 
SMALLER WAVES

Existing 51st Street Bridge

ORIGINAL SHORELINE 
PROTECTION STRUCTURE NO 

LONGER FUNCTIONAL, WITH LOSS 
OF FILL MATERIAL AND COLLAPSE 

OF CONCRETE PAVEMENT

LARGE CONCRETE BLOCKS PLACED IN 2020-2021 BY USACE 
TO PREVENT ONGOING FLOODING AND STORM DAMAGE

PROPOSED 
HEADLAND

THE PROPOSED DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT, WHICH IS 
FLATTER AND WIDER THAN A 
TYPICAL REVETMENT, WILL BE 
CONSTRUCTED WITH COBBLE 
INSTEAD OF LARGE ARMOR STONE

EXISTING SHORELINE

AT THE NARROWEST PORTION OF BURNHAM PARK, THE DETERIORATED ORIGINAL SHORELINE STRUCTURE 
NO LONGER ADEQUATELY PROTECTS THE PARK OR DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE.

THE DETERIORATED REVETMENT IN THE VICINITY OF MORGAN SHOAL IS ROUTINELY OVERTOPPED DURING 
STORM EVENTS LEADING TO REPEATED FLOODING AND EROSION. 

THE INNOVATIVE DYNAMIC REVETMENT CONCEPT, WHICH USES COBBLES INSTEAD OF LARGE ARMOR 
STONE, WAS LABORATORY-TESTED USING A PHYSICAL MODEL AND WAVE TANK.

RENDERING OF PROPOSED NEW SHORELINE STRUCTURES (LOOKING SOUTH FROM 48TH STREET) WITH THE 
PROPOSED DYNAMIC REVETMENT IN THE BACKGROUND.

THE CURRENT DESIGN PROPOSAL HAS BEEN SIZED TO MATCH THE VARYING COASTAL CONDITIONS ACROSS THE PROJECT SITE

COASTAL PROTECTION
LET’S TALK ABOUT1

THE CURRENT DESIGN PROPOSAL PROTECTS AND ENHANCES THE EXISTING NATURAL RESOURCES. 

MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

PROTECTED 
OVERLOOK OF 

WATER

SEPARATED 
PEDESTRIAN AND 
BICYCLE TRAILS

PRAIRIE AREA

LAWN

SAVANNAH AQUATIC 

PRAIRIE DUNE

SAVANNA ZONE
1.4 acres / 1 acre min.

alternative: eliminate savanna zone

ALL LAND WEST OF NEW BIKE 
PATH TO BE LAWN/TREES 

BECAUSE OF PROXIMITY TO 
DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE AND 

ROAD SALT USE

AREA TOO NARROW FOR 
ESTABLISHMENT AND 

MAINTENANCE OF NATURAL AREA 
PER CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT

PRAIRIE ZONE 
1.2 acres / 1 acre min.

POTENTIAL EXPANSION 
OF PRAIRIE ZONE

DUNE ZONE 
1.7 acres / 1 acre min. CONVENTIONAL 

PARKLAND (LAWN/TREES)
15.2 acres total

EXISTING REVETMENT AND DEBRIS-STREWN PARKLAND

PROPOSED NEW PARKLAND AND NATURAL AREAPROTECTING EXISTING TREES IS A KEY PROJECT GOAL

TREE WILL BE REMOVED

REPEATED SHORELINE WAVE DAMAGE IS NOT CONDUCIVE TO DIVERSE SUSTAINABLE HABITAT.

Trees to be removed (52)

TREES TO REMAIN AND BE PROTECTED (315)

TOTAL EXISTING
TREES: 367

Of the removed trees:
3 are in good condition 
7 are in fair condition
18 are in poor condition
24 are small, immature trees

TOTAL TREES AT PROJECT 
COMPLETION: 464

Approximately 149 new trees with 
3" diameter trunks will be planted to 
replace the trunk diameter of trees 
removed (sum  of 447 inches)

AREAS WHERE NEW TREES MAY BE PLANTED

THREE SPECIFIC UPLAND HABITAT TYPES ARE PROPOSED FOR THE MORGAN SHOAL SITE, AND THE NEW 
STABLE REVETMENTS WILL FURTHER SUPPORT THE STATE THREATENED NATIVE SPECIES MUDPUPPY.

MOST OF THE EXISTING TREES IN THE PARK WILL BE PROTECTED DURING CONSTRUCTION. THOSE THAT 
CANNOT BE SAVED WILL BE REPLACED WITH NEW TREES TO INCREASE THE OVERALL CANOPY AREA.

RENDERING ILLUSTRATING PROPOSED NEW NATURAL AREA COMPRISING NATIVE PRAIRIE PLANTINGS 
ADJACENT TO A PORTION OF THE NEW PROTECTIVE REVETMENT.

NECESSARY TREE REMOVAL WILL BE LIMITED TO OUTSIDE BIRD MIGRATION AND BAT ROOSTING PERIODS, AND IN-WATER WORK WILL BE PROHIBITED BETWEEN NOVEMBER 1 AND APRIL 30 TO PROTECT THE KNOWN 
POPULATION OF STATE THREATENED MUDPUPPIES (NECTURUS MACULOSUS).

NO PORTION OF THE PROPOSED 
PROJECT WILL BUILD OVER THE 

EXISTING MORGAN SHOAL, 
WHICH WILL PRESERVE IT FOR 

FUTURE GENERATIONS

EXISTING SHORELINE

NATURAL RESOURCES
LET’S TALK ABOUT3

MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

OUTDOOR DRINKING FOUNTAIN

PLAZA SPACE FOR 
TEMPORARY VENDORS

SOUND MIRROR SCULPTURE

SEAT WALLS

COMFORT STATION ROOF OVERHANG 
FOR SHADED SEATING

OPPORTUNITY FOR 
FUTURE EDUCATIONAL 
SIGNAGE ON THE PLAZA

SALVAGED LIMESTONE STEPPED TERRACE

BICYCLE RACKS

SALVAGED CARVED 
STONE AS SEATING

SEPARATE 
PEDESTRIAN AND 
BICYCLE TRAILS

NATURAL AREAS

NEW OVERLOOK

LAWN

1 Project Boundary
2 Existing Shoreline (not shown)
3 Lawn
4 Native Savanna/Prairie/Dune 
5 Lakefront Trail - Bicycles
6 Secondary Trail - Pedestrian

7 Comfort Station and Plaza
8 Picnic Area
9 Drinking Fountain
10 Art Opportunity
11 Stepped Concrete Revetment
12 Sloped Stone Revetment

13 Stepped Stone Revetment
14 Dynamic Revetment
15 Bridge Landing
16 Offshore Breakwater
17 Overlook

1

2

3 4 8

4

7

12

12

11

14

6

5

2

3

17

9

9
9

13
9

17

10
15

15

17

17

South DuSable Lake Shore DriveExisting 47th Street Bridge

Existing 51st Street Bridge

EXISTING REVETMENT AND ERODED PARK AT 48TH STREET

PROPOSED COMFORT STATION AND PLAZA AT 49TH STREETPROPOSED COMFORT STATION AND PLAZA LAYOUT

SEPARATE PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRAILS

THE CURRENT DESIGN PROPOSAL OFFERS ALL THE SAME FEATURES AS THE 2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN

TEMPORARY FLOOD PROTECTION "TRAPBAGS" 
PLACED IN 2020 WILL BE REMOVED AS PART 

OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

LARGE SWATHS OF THE PARK HAVE BEEN 
HEAVILY ERODED AND ARE NOT CURRENTLY 

ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC

REPEATED EXPOSURE TO DAMAGING STORMS HAS RESULTED IN EROSION AND SHORELINE COLLAPSE. THIS 
PORTION OF BURNHAM PARK IS NOT CURRENTLY ACCESSIBLE TO VISITORS. 

THE PROPOSED COMFORT STATION AT 49TH STREET WILL OFFER VISITORS A RESPITE ALONG THE TRAILS 
AND CAN SERVE AS A MEETING POINT AND DESTINATION.

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED BETWEEN THE TWO LAKEFRONT TRAILS AND ADJACENT TO THE DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT, THE COMFORT STATION PLAZA CAN ALSO BE USED FOR TEMPORARY "POP-UP" EVENTS. 

THE NEW BICYCLE LAKEFRONT TRAIL WILL FOLLOW THE EXISTING ALIGNMENT, WHILE THE SEPARATE 
PEDESTRIAN TRAIL WILL MEANDER CLOSER TO THE WATERFRONT.

EXISTING SHORELINE

VISITOR EXPERIENCE
LET’S TALK ABOUT2

AREAS WHERE SALVAGED EXISTING LIMESTONE BLOCKS WILL BE RE-INSTALLED 
AS SEATING WITH PROMINENT CARVINGS VISIBLE TO PARK VISITORS

SALVAGED EXISTING LIMESTONE BLOCKS WILL BE STACKED IN A 
TERRACE FORMATION AT THE BACK OF THE PROPOSED DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT AS PART OF THE OVERALL SHORELINE PROTECTION SYSTEM

EXISTING LARGE STONE BLOCKS FROM 45TH STREET WILL BE 
REUSED ALONG THE REVETMENT CREST

MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

NEW DYNAMIC 
REVETMENT

NEW COMFORT 
STATION AND 

PLAZA

SALVAGED 
LIMESTONE 
BLOCKS 

SALVAGED 
LIMESTONE 
BLOCKS 

SALVAGED  SAND/PEBBLE 
MATERIAL MIXED WITH 
NEW COBBLE

RECYCLED RIP RAP AND 
BROKEN CONCRETE AS FILL

SALVAGED LARGE 
CONCRETE BLOCKS

NEW OVERLOOK

LAWN

EXISTING ONSITE MATERIAL CAN BE SALVAGED FOR REUSE SEVERAL LIMESTONE BLOCKS HAVE UNIQUE CARVINGS

MATERIAL REUSE AT THE DYNAMIC REVETMENTGREEN STORMWATER PRACTICES USED THROUGHOUT

THE CURRENT DESIGN PROPOSAL ENVISIONS SALVAGING ABOUT 400 EXISTING LIMESTONE BLOCKS FOR PROMINENT REUSE

SUSTAINABILITY & REUSE

DESPITE REPEATED WAVE DAMAGE TO THE SHORELINE STRUCTURES ABOUT 400 EXISTING LIMESTONE 
BLOCKS ARE EXPECTED TO BE CAREFULLY SALVAGED FOR REUSE.

THE PROPOSED PROJECT HAS IDENTIFIED SEVERAL PROMINENT AREAS WHERE SELECTED LIMESTONE 
BLOCKS CAN BE REUSED AS SEATING AND DISPLAY THE PRIOR ARTISTS’ CREATIONS. 

THE PROPOSED PROJECT INCLUDES GREEN STORMWATER MANAGEMENT RELYING ON INFILTRATION, WITH 
NO STORMWATER BEING DIVERTED AWAY FROM LAKE MICHIGAN INTO THE CITY’S SEWER SYSTEM.

INTACT LIMESTONE BLOCKS WILL BE USED FOR THE DYNAMIC REVETMENT TERRACE. EXISTING PEBBLE 
MATERIAL FROM 49TH STREET WILL BE SALVAGED TO SUPPLEMENT THE NEW COBBLE REVETMENT.

OTHER SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES FOR THE PROJECT INCLUDE THE PROPOSED COMFORT STATION BEING A LOW ENERGY BUILDING, AND ALL NEW INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR LIGHTING WILL BE HIGH EFFICIENCY LEDS.

EXISTING SHORELINE

LET’S TALK ABOUT4

MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

NO CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS TO THE EXISTING MORGAN SHOAL

SAFETY AT CONSTRUCTION SITE ENTRANCELAKEFRONT TRAIL ACCESS AT 47TH STREET

THE CURRENT DESIGN PROPOSAL WILL SEE A SINGLE, SHARED LAKEFRONT TRAIL OPEN AT ALL TIMES

PEDESTRIAN TRAIL CLOSED. 
DETOUR TO SHARED TRAIL.

47TH STREET PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE TO REMAIN OPEN.

51TH STREET PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE TO REMAIN OPEN.

South DuSable Lake Shore Drive

SHARED LAKEFRONT TRAIL 
OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION

SHARED LAKEFRONT TRAIL 
OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION

WORK LIMITS

CONSTRUCTION ENTRANCE

PARK CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

PARK CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION EXIT

CONSTRUCTION EXIT

CONSTRUCTION 
ENTRANCE

SAFETY FLAGGERS AT 
TRAIL CROSSING POINTS

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AT 
51ST STREET TO REMAIN 

OPEN AT ALL TIMES

SHARED LAKEFRONT 
TRAIL OPEN DURING 

CONSTRUCTION

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS AT 
47ST STREET TO REMAIN 

OPEN AT ALL TIMES

SAFETY FLAGGERS AT 
TRAIL CROSSING POINTS

BICYCLE TRAIL CLOSED. 
DETOUR TO SHARED TRAIL

SAFETY 
FLAGGERS AT ALL 
TRAIL CROSSING 

POINTS

MARINE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY WILL BE RESTRICTED TO DESIGNATED AREAS CLOSE TO SHORE AND AWAY FROM MORGAN SHOAL. 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS TO/FROM A SHARED LAKEFRONT TRAIL AT 47TH STREET WILL REMAIN 
OPEN AT ALL TIMES DURING CONSTRUCTION.

CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC WILL ENTER AND LEAVE THE SITE NEAR THE 51ST STREET PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE. 
FLAGGERS WILL BE ONSITE AT ALL TIMES TO HELP MANAGE TRAFFIC AND KEEP TRAIL USERS SAFE. 

DESPITE THE NARROW SITE AND RESTRICTED ACCESS OPTIONS, THERE ARE NO PLANS FOR LAKEFRONT TRAIL USERS TO BE DETOURED OFF THE LAKEFRONT AND ONTO CITY STREETS WEST OF DUSABLE LAKE SHORE DRIVE. 

MORGAN SHOAL ECOLOGICAL EXCLUSION ZONE

WORK LIMITS

PARK CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

PARK CLOSED FOR 
CONSTRUCTION

EXISTING SHORELINE

LET’S TALK ABOUT
CONSTRUCTION LOGISTICS
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EXISTING SHORELINE

MORGAN SHOAL REVETMENT RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT

LET’S TALK ABOUT
GENERAL INFORMATION
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 

2024 PROPOSED DESIGN

2015 FRAMEWORK PLAN

LET'S TALK
We want to hear from you! Please visit the team at the different stations and share your thoughts.



THANK YOU
We appreciate the active participation and care for the project.

Please submit comment cards to the General Information Station.

For more information, please contact  
PBC@PBCChicago.com or call (312) 744-3090

www.pbcchicago.com/projects/morgan-shoal-project


