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CDOT Shoreline Restoration
71st to 75th Street
Follow-Up Community Meeting

Thursday, June 04, 2026
5:30 – 7:00 PM

P U B L I C  B U I L D I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  O F  C H I C A G O

Mayor Brandon Johnson
C h a i r m a n

Ray Giderof
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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AGENDA
01 Welcome & Overview
02 Existing Conditions
03 History & Property Ownership
04 Outreach & Engagement
05 Shoreline Protection Toolbox
06 Draft Feasibility Study & Framework Plan
07 Next Steps & Anticipated Schedule
08 Q&A
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DESIGN & ENGINEERING TEAM
Milhouse Engineering & Construction
• Project Management
• Civil Engineering
• Structural Engineering

WSP
• Coastal Engineering
• Landscape Architecture

GSG
• Land & Bathymetric Survey
• Geotechnical Testing & Reporting
• Phase I ESA Report

JLK Architects
• Historical Architecture

3



DRAFT
INTENDED FOR 

PREDECISIONAL 
REVIEW

CHICAGO SHORELINE PROTECTION 
PROJECT OVERVIEW

Project History
• 1993 Illinois Shoreline Erosion Interim III 

Study
• Purpose: Evaluate flooding & storm risk, 

assess alternatives, environmental impacts
• Select Locally Preferred Plan (LPP) – Plan IV

– Steel sheet pile walls, concrete cap, stepped 
splash apron

– Authorized & implemented for 21 other 
segments

• Authorized by Congress in Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) 1999

The focus area for this project (CDOT 
Shoreline Restoration 71st-75th St) is not part 
of the Chicago Shoreline project.
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Feasibility Study Overview
CDOT Shoreline Restoration (71st - 75th Street)
HGMP Grant - Feasibility Study
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Feasibility Study Overview
CDOT Shoreline Restoration
DCEO Grant – Shoreline Restoration
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Feasibility Study Objective

• Prevent shoreline erosion
– Reduce wave energy
– Protect against high water levels
– Provide direct shoreline stabilization

• Feasibility study
– Evaluate existing problem(s)
– Analyze potential solutions
– Present findings
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EXISTING CONDITIONS

SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL 
CENTER AND GOLF COURSE

RAINBOW BEACH

LAKE TERRACE CONDOMINIUMS
7337 S SOUTH SHORE DR

7251 S SOUTH SHORE DR

2666 E 73RD ST

ARTHUR ASHE BEACH

7425 S SOUTH SHORE DR

7447 S SOUTH SHORE DR

2272 E 75TH ST

E 71ST ST

7321 S SOUTH SHORE DR
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SUSCEPTIBILITY TO EROSION
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – GOLF COURSE

LOOKING WEST

LOOKING EAST

LOOKING 
SOUTHWEST

LOOKING SOUTHWEST
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – 2567 E 72nd PL

2567 E 72ND PL

2567 E 72ND PL
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – 7251 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR & 2666 E 73RD ST

LOOKING SOUTHWEST

LOOKING SOUTHWEST
2666 E 73RD ST 

REVETMENT

2666 E 73RD ST

7251 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

7251 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

2666 E 73RD ST

2666 E 73RD ST
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – 7337 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

LOOKING 
SOUTHEAST

7337 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

7321 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – ARTHUR ASHE 
BEACH

7337 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

ARTHUR ASHE BEACH
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EXISTING CONDITIONS – 7425 & 7447 S 
SOUTH SHORE DR

7447 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

7425 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

2772 E 75TH ST

7447 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

7425 S SOUTH 
SHORE DR

LOOKING NORTHWEST

LOOKING WEST
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LOCAL HISTORY: EROSION, STORMS, 
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

November 1917November 1917
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CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNERSHIP

• Submerged land in this 
area was granted to the 
South Park 
Commissioners by the 
State of Illinois in 1903

• Ownership transferred to 
the Chicago Park District 
after the Park Consolidation 
Act of 1934
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PROPERTY OWNERSHIP
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HISTORIC RESOURCES REVIEW

• Identifies historic-age 
properties (40+ years old)

• Three National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP)-listed 
properties:
– South Shore Cultural Center
– South Shore Beach Apartments 

(7321 S. South Shore Dr.)
– Lake-Side Terrace Apartments 

(7427 S. South Shore Dr.)
• Additional properties identified 

as eligible/potentially eligible 
for listing in the NRHP

• Coordination may be required 
under the National Historic 
Preservation Act
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AGENCY OUTREACH

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR): 
permitting requirements, 
regulatory feasibility of 
solutions

Chicago Park District 
(CPkD): clarifying lakebed 
ownership, coordination on 
solutions at or near CPkD
property

U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE): other 
nearby studies, federal 
funding requirements

Chicago Department of 
Water Management 
(CDWM): impacts of solutions 
to nearby existing facilities

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG): 
navigational considerations, 
notification requirements

Early coordination helps identify 
jurisdictional limits, constraints, and 
opportunities that shape which 
solutions are feasible.
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PUBLIC OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT

• Builds on prior outreach efforts (2019 
CDOT/USACE meetings)

• Initial public meeting held March 18, 
2026

• Ongoing stakeholder engagement 
(i.e. South Side Lakefront Erosion 
Task Force)

• Previous community input:
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• Initial ecological 
screening 
conducted 
– EcoCAT and USFWS 

IPaC

• Identify threatened 
and endangered 
species and other 
sensitive resources 
that may be present

The shoreline supports a range of 
ecological resources that will be 
considered throughout planning, 
design, and implementation.
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SHORELINE PROTECTION TOOLBOX
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CONCEPTUAL SHORELINE APPROACH
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BREAKWATER TO BE RECONSTRUCTED

PROPOSED BREAKWATER, TYP.

PROPOSED SEAWALL, TYP.

PROPOSED ENGINEERED REVETMENT, TYP.

EXISTING ARMOR STONE 
GROIN TO REMAIN

PROPOSED ENGINEERED 
REVETMENT & SEAWALL

PROPOSED CONCRETE STEPPED REVETMENT

(BREAKWATER, REVETMENT, SEAWALL) 
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CONCEPTUAL SHORELINE APPROACH

• Conceptual plan shows feasible ideas, not a final design
• Solutions address both wave energy and high water
• Offshore features are considered on CDOT property
• No improvements are proposed on CPkD-owned 

submerged land
• Some locations require onshore protection

– Proposed improvements on private property would require 
owner coordination and agreement

• Revetments and breakwaters may incorporate green 
infrastructure elements to support habitat and ecological 
function
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FRAMEWORK PLAN AND FEASIBILITY 
STUDY REPORT
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For more information, contact PBC at PBC@PBCChicago.com 
31


